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JEWELS IN THE NEW LONDON LANDSCAPE 


The protests of Dr. Carl'H. Wies and Atty. 
Morgan K. McGuire against the plans for 
demolition of property on Huntington and 
Federal Streets deserve the most.careful 
attention of the New London Redevelopment 
Agency and the City:Council. It 
most importance to save those ‘bui Idings of 
significant interest to the tourists, the 
historical researcher, and the architect- 


ural student-buiidings that make New: London _ 


different from other Connecticut towns. 
Once the buildozer starts its relentless 
journey, all the color and flavor of a by- 
gone day is ploughed under and lost. 


Redevelopment Chairman Silverstein is quot- 
ed as saying that the row of Huntington 
Street buildings of which Dr. Wies's is a 


t 


unit has no special historical significance,’ 


This suggests a misconception of the word 
"historical.!' Many limit the meaning to dim 
antiquity. History is a sequence of events — 
running through the centuries. The burning 
of the town in 1781 destroyed many dwellings 
and places of business. Today we can point 
to perhaps a dozen bulldings that date back 
to the early years of our town. Several of 
these are in the hands of organized groups 
wno have accepted responsibility for their 
maintenance, Some lie neglected, though 
they are still sought out by tourists. 


Whale Oi! Row'', 
mem= 
orializes uniquely New London's mighty. 19th 
century whaling Fleet as, prguaht ey 


is of ut- 


| the name given to the four’ 
_columned houses on Huntington Street, 


Sertaaes and bequeathed to New London the 
name of the ''0ld Whaling Town." Dr. Wies 
has restored the house at No. 115 for pro- 
fessional offices and apartments at con- 
siderable expense and with expert skill}. 
This house and the adjacent Episcopal 
rectory are eloquent reminders of the 
talent possessed by John Bishop, one of 
New London's finest and most prolific 
architects, Bishop carved the columns for 
the four Classic Revival houses built 
about 1830 by Ezra Chappell, first pre- 
sident of the Savings Bank. The two houses 
mentioned do not trespass on the original 
area slated for redevelopment. The re-~ 


'.. maining two houses in the row are in re- 
-latively poor. condition, 


and it may be 
dreaming to hope that they can be preserv- 


..@d. An enterprising real estate man could 


conceivably restore these houses, preserv- 
ing the original exterior design and re- 
making the interior into professional 
offices which would insure continuing dis- 
tinction For this fine old street. 


A year and a half ago we recommended to a 
representative of the Rotival Associates 


_ that Whale Oi] Row be preserved because of 
...,fts architectural and historical signifi- 
= cance. 
“: houses for preservation. 


The original plan marked these 
Who changed his 
mind, and why? What is to be gained by 
destroying what a man's vision and invest~ 
ment have created? 


Atty. Francis McGuire purchased the house 


. at 68 Federal Street in 1956, and he has 
° festored and Nishsaanaiieal 


it for business 


witn the same loving care exercised by Dr. 
Wies. This distinguished house was built 

in 1837 by Acors Barns, a whaling merchant 
and banker, and was later owned by his two 
sons. 


The historically minded realize that today's 
events are tomorrow's history, and so look 
forward as well as backward.’ We hope that 
the City's courageous solution of a real 
problem will take cognizance of the past. 

As the crowded areas are cleared, let suit- 
able treatment be given to the little 
islands of history that illumine our land- 
scape like jeweled letters on the pages of 
the New London story. Let markers be placed 
to note the location of the homes and sites 
that were notable milestones in the town's 
progress. Woodbridge, Rogers, Allyn, Shap- 
ley, Richards, Latimer Winthrop, Mumford, 
Lee, Billings--these names and many others 
are intertwined forever like roots of a 
great tree that spreads throughout the area 
awaiting redevelopment. 


ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN TO SPEAK 
AT ANNUAL MEETING 


The featured speaker at the annual meeting. 


of the Society on Tuesday, September 19th 
will be Henry Hope Reed, Jr., well-known 
architectural historian and consultant for 
the Museum of the City of New York. Mr. 


don as ! See [t,!! 
MORE ON FORT NONSENSE 


We are informed by a reliable source that 
Fort Nonsense was about at the site of the 
house now owned by Mr. and Mrs. Herbert G. 
Huntley at 239 Ocean Avenue, It was so 
marked during the New London Tercentenary 
under Ernest E. Rogers! program. In his 
Tercentenary address, Homer Underwood said, 
"Fort Nonsense, so named because it was 
nothing more than a crude barrier of sods 
simulating the appearance of a fort, was 
located on the northyside of our present 
Ocean Avenue, about mid-way between Alger 
Place and Perry Street,!! 


yhe owners of property in this area were 
among New London's most distinguished--- 
Sistare, Harris, Starr, Gardner, Hurlbut and 
Hempsted. When a lot was sold from the 
Titus Hurlbut estate it was described as "at 
a place called Town Hill.!! 


The sign marking the site of Fort Nonsense 


for the Tercentenary is still in existence. 
There must be others of this kind stored 
away in attics or cellars. It would fur- 
ther one branch of the Society's respon- 
sibility, that of marking historic sites, 
if the owners would display these signs 
permanently. Some communities make a 
point of doing this. Wethersfield is par- 


ticularly notable, and it does appear to 


interest the public to know what happened 
where, 


VARIED PROGRAM BY LEAGUE 


About 140 people from historical societies 
around the state attended the Connecticut 
League's summer meeting at the Kellogg 
Grammar School in Falls Village on July 
29. Miss Julia Pettee of Salisbury pre- 
sented a lively talk on Mt. Riga and its 
contribution to Connecticut's early his- 
tory. She outlined the life of the Salis- 
bury and Canaan areas from 1732 when a 
fine grade of iron ore was discovered in 
the. area, through the years when the for- 
ests were stripped to produce tharcoal 

for the furnaces producing steel for can- 
non for Connecticut's forts. Lithuanians, 
Poles and Swiss were brought over to 


‘operate the forges, and the descendants 

“Of some of these ''Raggies'' are still to be 
.: found on the mountain, 
_- so-were abandoned, and Nature has reclaimed 
Reed won considerable notice last Spring for, 
his series of walking tours around New York... 
He will address the membership on 'New Lon-, . 


By 1847 the forges 


the mountain and covered it with a new 
green mantle. Today Mt. Riga is a state 
park. | 


Kenneth M. Wilson, curator of Old Stur- 
bridge Village, gave a dynamic demonstra~ 
tion of exhibit techniques, with mock-ups 
and siides to illustrate the use of dis- 
plays to integrate and animate a society's 
collections. The speaker's willingness 

to explain in detail the selection and 

use Of proper display materials made his 
presentation very helpful and informative. 


A talk on Connecticut and the Civil War 
by William J. Finan, Vice-Chairman of the 
Connecticut Civil War Commission, opened 
the afternoon session. This talk con- 
tained much Information about the work of 
Connecticut woinen in the War Between the 
states, and contributed importantly to 
this special field. 


Rudy Favretti, garden specialist at the 
University of Connecticut at Storrs, and 

a featured radic speaker, presented a most 
engaging talk on colonial gardens. Mr. 
Favretti's knowledge of his field and his 
delightful manner recommend him as a 


speaker to any audience. 


We are grateful to the Falls Village Society . 


for this opportunity to visit a far corner 
of our state on such a rewarding occasion. 


WANTED 


A large silver tea service is needed for use 
at Society parties. Our flower-arranging 
members do such beautiful decorations, and 
our hostess committees provide such gracious 
entertainment that we would like to complete 
the picture. Somewhere among our member- 
ship there must be a tea service in good 
condition which the owner does not wish to 
polish any longer! Please get in touch with 
Mrs. James E. Maher, Chairman, House Commit- 
Lee, 


CUSTOM HOUSE TO BE PRESERVED 


lt is good to report that the federal govern- 
ment has changed its decision to offer the 
New London Custom House for sale to private 
interests, 


Members of the General Services Admini stra~ 
tion, Congressmen, the City® Council‘ :and’... 
Custom officials were invited to -join member s 
of the Society at a meeting at the Mansion’ 
early in June to discuss the situation. ‘In- 
formation received by the federal represent- 
atives during a tour of the Custom House 
prior to the meeting opened their eyes to the 
storage uses made of the building by the 
adjacent Coast Guard service, and to other 
features not known to the absentee landlords. 
The Society was asked to prepare a report on 
the Custom House for the GSA, emphasizing its 
historic value and the feeling of the town 
regarding it. 


Shortly after this meeting a GSA space eval- 
uator visited the Custom House. As a result 
of the meeting and the resultant publicity 
reflecting the town's feeling, word was re- 
ceived from Washington on June 30 that the 
General Services Administration has conclud- 
ed that the Custom House should be retained. 
in its present use for federal agencies, 


RARE FURNITURE BEQUEATHED TO SOCIETY 


The late Mr. Charles G. Bartlett of New 

Haven and Old Lyme left to the Society sever- 
al rare and magnificent Shaw family heir- 
looms. In the ''long parlor'' at the Mansion 
have been placed a beautiful mahogany Shera- 
ton sofa, upholstered in gold brocade, a pair 
of brass andirons, and a brass fender. 


am Lf te” 


An honored position among the family‘ 


silver has been given to an exquisitely * 
carved coconut sugar bowl with silver lid 
and mountings. 


We hope to learn more about the history - 
of these objects from Miss Henrietta: [oe 


Bartlett, Mr. Bartlett's sister. Jt will: 
be remembered that she made a gift in | 
1954 of a rare group of matched pieces 

of mahogany bedroom furniture, beautiful- 
ly preserved and including bedstead with 
tester, washstand, dressing table and | 
dresser, made in New London in the period 
1812-1820, and originally belonging to 
Miss Ellen Elizabeth Perkins, daughter of 
Lucretia Shaw Woodbridge and Elias 
Perkins. 


abil EVENTS 


. 
a 


Sentenben 19 - haguel nesting - g PM, 


October’ 4° 
and | 5 


1 = Néw England and Museums 
Régional Conferences. 
History session at Mansion 
October 5. 


NEW PUBLICATIONS 


Annie: s Captain by Kathryn Hulme 
reels Brown & Co. 


when Annie Bolles and: ahs Cavarly were 


wed aboard his clipper ship, the Anglo- 
Saxon, in 1859, two New London families 
were joined in a marriage which is the 
story of Annie's Captain. 


Benjamin Bolles in 1851 removed his _ 
general store and ship chandlery from! 
New London to Hawaii and did very well 
with it. Eight years later his wife and 
three daughters traveled around the Horn 
to California on their way to join him, 
and Annie and the Captain were promised 
before the voyage was over. 


Annie's Captain is the central character 
of the book, and he.ji'§ particularly in- 
teresting as typical of many of his kind 
who successfully spanned two eras of the 
sea--sail and steam. His transition was 
abrupt and tragic, and was the result of 
the capture and burning of his first com- 
mand, the Anglo-Saxon, by the Confederate 
navy. 


Annie herself runs the Captain a close 
second in interest as one of the wives of 
mariners who wait at home for the long 


voyage to be over. She had each of her four 
children while the Captain was at sea, and 
shuddered through a severe San Francisco 
earthquake when the second daughter was only 
seven weeks old, 


Kathryn Hulme, the author, is. a granddaughter 
of Annie and her Captain. She has had access 
to papers on both sides of the nenwey and 
has used them well to bring to life the kind 
of people that represented New MOnGere oti the 
four quarters of the globe. 


Miss Cecelia Griswold, former librarian at 
the Public Library and indexer of Caulkins! 
History of New London, tells us that the 
Misses Sistare live on the old Cavarly farm 
on the old Colchester Road. in “s 


mowed oP Le 


The following books have “just been received, 
and therefore can ont y be nated. 


Queens. of the Western Ocean; the Story of 


rhca!s Mail arid Passender Sailin 
Lines by Garl €. Cutter, 
U.S. Naval Institute, 


This 'prodigious'' work, as it is called by 
Admiral Nimftz, fs the result of 40 years 

oF work by Mr. Cutler, We are h to note 
the inclusiof of the Society's portrait of 
Capt. Francis Allyn, wh® conitiandéd the Cadmus, 
which brought Lafayette to New York tn 1824, 
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Greyhounds of the Sea; the Story of the 


American Clipper Ship — 
by Carl C. Cutler — 
U.S. Naval Institute 


This book has become a classic in its 


fieid since its original publication in 
1930. 


Connecticut; a fully illustrated history 
of the State from the 17th century to 


the present. 
By Albert E. Van Dusen 


Random House 


This eagerly awaited volume by the State 
Historian promises rich and solid vi 
ment, 


For Your tnformation 
The Societys telephone number is 
Gibson 3-1209. 


' The Mansion t$ open teebday., through 


Saturday from 1 to 4.  _ L£E9! 
eo oe nw / +3 | 
Custodian in residenc | ee 
Mrs. Charles Menerey es 
a --aenmatndeges, 
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